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Missouri Counties Among Nation’s Leaders in Population Growth 
 
Jefferson City - - Two Missouri counties--Lincoln and Christian--were among 
the nation’s 100 fastest-growing counties between April 1, 2000 and July 1, 
2003, according to new population estimates released today by the Missouri 
Office of Administration and the U.S. Census Bureau.  The two ranked 70th and 
71st, respectively, in percentage growth.   
 
In Missouri, the ten fastest-growing counties in percentage terms were 
Lincoln (13.5%), Christian (13.4%), Pulaski (9.9%), St. Charles (9.7%), 
Warren (9.5%), Cass (8.2%), Platte (7.6%), Mississippi (7.1%), Webster 
(6.7%), and Clinton (6.1%).  All of these counties, except Mississippi and 
Pulaski, are in the Kansas City, St. Louis, and Springfield metropolitan 
areas.  Growth in Mississippi County came as a result of an expanding inmate 
population at the new state prison in Charleston.  Pulaski County experienced 
gains in military personnel at Fort Leonard Wood.   
 
In terms of numerical population growth, St. Charles County led all Missouri 
counties by a wide margin, gaining nearly 28,000 persons.  Clay County was 
2nd, with an increase of 10,000 persons.  
 
Missouri as a whole grew by a significant amount over the three-year, three-
month period.  Its population increased by over 100,000 to a total of 5.7 
million on July 1, 2003, giving it a ranking of 23rd among all states in total 
growth.  Most of the growth was due to a natural increase (births minus 
deaths) of 65,000 persons, but there was also substantial migration growth.  
An estimated 43,000 more persons moved into the state than out of it during 
this period.   
 
Population estimates are prepared in the years between censuses by the Office 
of Administration in a cooperative program with the Census Bureau.  The 
estimates are based on the last census and are updated with demographic 
procedures using administrative data, such as birth and death records and 
institutional survey results. 
 
The new Missouri estimates are presented in the following population change 
map and table.  Additional demographic information for Missouri and other 
areas in the United States is available by clicking on the “Estimates” box at 
the Missouri Census Data Center’s Web site: mcdc.missouri.edu. 
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Source:  Missouri Office of Administration, U.S. Census Bureau



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


